Trends in the Conduct of Space Physics

This chapter identifies further trends in the implementation of scientific
research in areas of interest to the Committee on Solar-Terrestrial Research
(CSTR)/Comrnittee on Solar and Space Physics (CSSP) and relates them to the
funding and demographic trends discussed in Chapters 3 to 5. Data have been
provided by the funding agencies or assembled by CSTR/CSSP committee mem-
bers, and individual examples are used where appropriate. Much of the data on
past programs were difficult to obtain, especially with respect to parameters
defined in hindsight. Nevertheless, trends can be discerned that contribute to a
historical perspective.

SATELLITE OBSERVATIONS

Explorer Program

A vital element of space physics research is the availability of in situ data.
Without intending to imply that quantity equals quality, one relevant measure of
space physics research opportunities remains the number of launches and exper-
iments. A mainstay of the space physics research program, the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration's (NASA) Explorer Satellite Program pro-
vides one accessible and well-defined data set1 that illustrates long-term trends
in the availability and implementation of space physics research opportunities.

Explorer launch data were made available by T. Perry, NASA Headquarters.